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Mayday Mayday – in and beyond lockdown 

What should I film? 

The aim is that we will produce a film which will document our response to the Coronavirus 

crisis. We will look at all the footage that’s taken on May 1st and stitch it together to make a 

longer film which will summarise what happened in our area on that day. 

It’s great therefore if you can film stuff that gives an idea as to passage of time/the time of 

day when you’re filming. Also great if you focus on the daily rituals – washing, cooking, 

buying food at the shops, doing exercise, going to bed – with particular reference to how 

these things have changed as a result of lockdown. Just driving down the road, for example, 

has suddenly become an interesting experience because there’s nobody there. 

I’m not sure we’re going to get many night-time sequences. If you’re up at the dead of night 

for any particular reason, that might be a good time to film! 

Where should I film? 

Lockdown means that none of us are free to go anywhere so you will have to film either in 

your house, garden, doing your daily exercise routine, on an essential shopping expedition 

or at work. Please do not leave your house specifically to carry out filming for this project. 

It would not be deemed ‘essential’ and would also not be in the spirit of the project. 

Do I have to address the three questions? 

No.. it’s not absolutely compulsory. I’m interested to just see stuff that’s going on on May 

1st.. however, I would like the final film to address the three questions, so if you answer 

them, you might make the cut. Equally it would be fine to just film without any commentary 

and without any question-answering. 

What are the questions again? 

Has there been anything good about lockdown? 

What do you miss most? 

When we re-emerge, would you like the world to change in any way? 
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How much should I submit? 

Please limit your submissions to 4 minutes maximum. If you send more, we are unlikely to 

look at it. 

Will you take just audio? 

I’d rather not.. if you’re speaking to someone on the phone, at least film yourself having the 

phone call. I know that we won’t see (or hear?) the person on the other end of the call but it 

will still give us an image to use! 

Do I have to edit my clips together? 

Ideally.. yes please. We are hoping to see little sequences of less than 4 minutes each.  

If you really can’t do the editing, then maybe you could submit two or three shorter clips. 

Should I use music? 

No thanks - unless the music is being performed by one of your subjects in your video. We’d 

much rather not have music otherwise. Just sounds that you hear around the house and 

outdoors. 

What’s the simplest way to do this? 

I would recommend filming a few sequences throughout the day.. of things that happen to 

you. I would also choose an interesting location to answer the three questions and film 

myself answering them. Then at the end of the day (or the next day) I’d attach the best 

sequence to the film of me answering the questions and then submit… 

Does all filming have to take place on May 1st 

Yes please. It’s important that this is conducted on a single day – just to provide us with a 

snapshot of life during lockdown. It occurred to us to do it on Thursday April 30th in order to 

include the clapping for the NHS but we decided that the symbolism of Mayday was such 

that we couldn’t turn our backs on it. 

Possibly you might try to sneak in some footage filmed on another day and maybe we won’t 

even notice.. but then there’s a chance that the weather will be different so maybe we will! 

I guess it doesn’t matter too much – but we’d much rather it was all filmed on the same day. 

I don’t have any expensive camera equipment. Does that matter?  

No not at all. We are expecting footage to be taken on mobile phones and tablets. 

Any particular tips on filming? 

Yes! Please try: 

1/ to keep the camera still. Let people (or animals or cars or whatever it may be) do the 

moving. For the most part, the stiller you keep the camera, the better your footage will be. 

If you have a tripod.. use it! 
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2/ to remember to shoot in horizontal mode rather than vertical. We can use vertical 

footage.. but would much rather everything was shot horizontally. 

3/ this might be slipping into the over-technical but we will be shooting at 25 frames per 

second, aspect ratio 16x9. A lot of mobile phones and tablets are preset to 30 frames per 

second. That’s fine.. we can use that too. And we can also use 4x3 aspect ratio. 

4/ Sound… windy days mean that sound often gets distorted. If you find that this has 

happened, you can find a quiet place and then just provide us with a commentary about 

what happened. This can work quite nicely.  

5/ If you want to say something, think about it carefully before you start filming. Maybe 

even make a few notes.. this will help you be a bit more fluent when you press record (but 

please please don’t read!) 

Can I submit more than one sequence? 

I guess so. But please don’t send more than 4 minutes in total. 

Is there a deadline for submissions?  

I’d hope that we might have everything in by May 21st for example… but we’ll still look at 

stuff that comes in after that. 

How about permissions/rights? 

Please make sure that anyone who you film is aware that you will be posting their image 

and audio onto the internet and that these clips might end up being shown at the local 

cinema. Your taking part in this project will lead us to assume that such permissions have 

been given. 

NB. This particularly applies to people who you are filming at home or from your garden or 

on any private property. Filming on the street is possible without getting permissions from 

anyone – so long as the clips you use are fairly short and do not subject any particular 

individual to unwarranted attention. 

With regard to rights, we will not be purchasing music rights for clips submitted as part of 

this project – so please do not include music (see below). We’d also rather you didn’t use 

footage taken off the internet – for the same reasons. 

Is Funder Films making any money from this film? 

No. I am currently furloughed from my company. All work that I have provided thus far has 

been provided for free. I will be filming on May 1st and will not be paid for doing any filming. 

I might look for a grant to carry out the editing. And we might charge for entry when the 

final film gets to be shown. But Funder Films is a Community Interest Company (not for 

profit) so we will be looking for ways that we can plough any proceeds back into the local 

community. If the idea is taken up by other film-makers in other parts of the country, we 

would encourage them to do the same. 
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Can I make some money from doing this? 

I’m afraid not. This is a community endeavour driven by love and goodwill… 

The best that we can say is that, if we produce a film at the end of it, we will credit all those 

whose clips that we use. 

What will happen to all the material? 

We’re hoping that we will gather enough material to make into a short documentary to 

show at a local cinema (or in schools) when the crisis has finished. The film – with the 

working title ‘Mayday Mayday: Life in Lockdown and Beyond’ – might have many different 

manifestations… we might make a film which documents lockdown in Ashford.. or in any 

other community that takes part in the project.  

Couldn’t anyone just use this footage once it’s been put on Twitter? 

Yes they could. That’s fine. This is a very open project. Film companies, individuals, school 

groups might want to take the footage down and edit it in all sorts of different ways. Editing 

is about individual perception so it could be that we’ll get several different films using 

similar footage. 

Where did the idea come from? 

I’ve been thinking of coordinating participatory film days in the Ashford area. Originally I’d 

been thinking of waste or energy as themes which we could all make a film about – but then 

coronavirus came along…  

The idea is partly influenced by Ridley Scott’s 2010 Life in a Day. You might want to watch it 

on YouTube to get a few ideas as to what to film. If you do so, please be aware that it’s 

certified PG. 

Why not make it a national project? 

Other communities are welcome to take part.. but Funder Films does not have the 

manpower to sort through clips from the whole country or even from the whole of Kent. So 

we’re keeping it local. Other communities are welcome to take these guidelines and to 

initiate their own film days but we’re not able to process all of their clips. 

The other thing is that I believe that this crisis has affected different localities in very 

different ways. It’s very different in a city to a rural area. Very different if you live in an area 

with lots of flats and just public parks. And the response too has been very local. So I think 

the documentary should also be local. 

How do I submit? 

Submission needs another document. I’ve posted another document on the 

website/Facebook page. 

 


