
FILMING DAY - FRIDAY 25th June 2021 

Thanks so much for agreeing to take part in the filming day on Friday 25th June 2021. We 
hope that you will enjoy filming yourself or your family and friends on this day. 


This document will explain what we’re looking for and how you can submit your film.


BEFORE YOU START 
Please send an email to admin@funderfilms.com to register with us that you are intending 
to take some film. It would also help us to plan if you were able to say something about 
the time of day that you intend to film (see below). If you provide a mobile phone number, 
we will add you to a WhatsApp group connected to the project.


THE AIM OF THE FILM 
This filming day is actually part of a wider project entitled ‘Dear Ashford Alabama..’ Young 
people at Sk8side have been working on a film which is pitched at people who live in the 
small community of Ashford in Alabama, USA. This community is much smaller than our 
Ashford (the population is about 2,500 people so it’s about the same size as Wye or Char-
ing). 

The film will begin by telling the residents of Ashford Alabama a bit about our town but 
then the narrator will say ‘But to really tell you about our town, we thought that we’d film 
our lives on a single day in June 2021…’


WHAT WE’D LIKE YOU TO FILM 
It’s important that the film tells the story of a day. However we don’t expect you to film 
your whole day… that would take far too much time! Instead we’d recommend that you 
focus on 2 or 3 events in your day and take 2 or 3 short (20 second maximum) clips of 
these events. This will mean that you’ll just have about 2 minutes of footage to share with 
us when you have finished.

The key events of a day that we’ve thought of are:


- Sunrise

- Getting up in the morning

- Having breakfast

- Going out to do something

- Having lunch

- Doing something in the afternoon

- Having snacks

- Having something to eat in the evening

- Going out in the evening

- Sunset

- Going to bed


In addition to this, there are things that we’d like you to think about when you are filming: 
anything that shows the passage of time (clocks, movement of the sun); anything that you 
think will be particularly interesting to people in Alabama (life is very different over there 
so even the type of breakfast cereal that you eat will be of interest); social media (people 
tapping on mobile phones for example - and screenshots of what they’re saying?); the 
weather! (if there’s a sudden thunderstorm, please don’t ignore it.. we can film it from lots 
of places! And if it rains all day… take some film from the inside looking out!)
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ANY FILMING TIPS 
Please shoot your film in horizontal mode (put your camera on its side rather than 
upright). If you know how to alter the film settings, please also make sure that it’s set to 9 
x 16 aspect ratio and at 30 frames per second. (If you don’t know how to alter these set-
tings, don’t worry too much. We will be able to use your footage anyway.)

When filming, please:

- Try to keep your camera or mobile phone as still as possible. Ideally use a tripod. (If 

you haven’t got one, get in touch with us as we might be able to supply one.) 

- Think about filming the same thing from several different angles. This will give your sec-

tion of the film some variety and make it more interesting to watch.

- If you want to say something about what you’re filming, consider recording it separately 

after you’ve done your filming and then editing it onto your footage as a VoiceOver.

- Think about filming in pairs. It’s much easier to have someone film you doing something 

than to have to set up the tripod and move the tripod yourself. And a person actually 
makes a pretty good tripod (so long as they keep the camera as still as possible.)


- Filming on the street is fine and you don’t need to get permission of people who appear 
momentarily in your shot. However please don’t focus on anyone for any lengthy period 
of time without their permission.


- Wherever you’re filming, if you focus on one person for more than 2 seconds, you need 
to make sure they know why you are filming and where the film could go (see below). If 
they are happy to be filmed, then please keep their contact details (because we 
may need to contact them after the film is finished). If they don’t want to be filmed, 
then please stop filming them! 

- If you would like to do some initial editing, please do feel free. Many mobile phones 
come with inbuilt movie editing software. If yours doesn’t, we can recommend InShot 
which is an easy-to-use editing package which can be downloaded for free. (There is a 
premium version if you get really good at it!)


WHERE WILL THE FILM BE SHOWN 
All contributors will get to see the film and we will be sending it to Ashford Alabama (the 
mayor’s office and one of the local schools). We will also be sharing the film with our fun-
ders (the Kent Community Foundation/ Frank Brake Community Fund). 

Beyond that, it will be the decision of the young people at Sk8side making the film as to 
what happens to it. If they are happy to do so, we will put it online.

If we decide to put the film online, we will endeavour to contact all the people in the 
film to get their permission prior to doing so. 

SUBMISSION 
We’ve set up a shared Google drive where you can upload your films:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12H5hNcsKbLYJAusBHxebE_TPVUSkpSq7?usp=sharing

(If you need to see this electronically, please visit www.funderfilms.com where you will find 
this page.. where the link can easily be copied.)

Alternatively you can send to admin@funderfilms.com or WhatsApp to 07515861589. 



Thanks everyone for your help!
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